
 

CBF FLORIDA MISSION ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITY 

HURRICANE MATTHEW DISASTER RESPONSE AND REBUILDING 

THE ISLAND OF GRAND BAHAMA, BAHAMAS 
 

Background: Category 4 Hurricane Matthew passed 

directly over the city of Freeport on the island of 

Grand Bahama over Thursday and Friday, October 6 

and 7. The damage to the entire island was 

calamitous. The entire island is without electricity as 

nearly every power pole on the island was toppled. 

Communications are spotty throughout the island. 

Numerous homes, businesses and churches were 

severely damaged by winds of more than 100 mph 

and the tidal surge. The government estimates that 

much of the island will be without power until 

February 2017. 

CBF Florida, in partnership with CBF Global, CBF 

Bahamas, and Christ Journey Church in Miami, has 

helped send more than five boatloads of food and 

water to the island in the first month after the storm. 

In addition, CBF Florida has helped purchase and 

send ten electrical generators to the five CBF 

congregations located on the eastern end of Grand Bahama. 

Description: Churches and homes across the island are in need of extensive repairs. Numerous roofs need to be re-shingled; 

some even need reinstallation of the plywood under-roof. Homes, businesses and churches have suffered from water damage 

and need to have drywall reinstalled. Numerous windows were blown out during the storm, as well. Teams are needed to help 

with reconstruction efforts. 

Transportation and Accommodations: Teams would fly into Freeport, Grand Bahama. Some hotels in Freeport are receiving 

guests who are involved in the reconstruction efforts. CBF Florida will help make arrangements for hotel accommodations. Some 

teams may wish to stay closer to our churches on the east end of Grand Bahama. Arrangements may be available, although 

access to electrical and phone service may not be possible at the lodge. Per night lodging runs from $100 -$150 per night. 

Should the team decide to ship construction materials to the island ahead of the teams arrival, CBF Florida will be able to help 

secure duty-free entry for most construction materials. Teams should be prepared to spend approximately $50 per day per 

person for food preparation. Note: Travel to the Bahamas requires a US Passport and an entry visa which can be obtained at the 

port of entry. 

For more information about this or other mission engagement possibilities with CBF Florida, contact Rachel Gunter Shapard at 

rshapard12@floridacbf.org.  


