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F l o r i d a  F e l l o w s h i p 

Born from a storm 16 years ago, Open House 
Ministries (OHM) in Homestead, Fla., is now 
known in its community as ―God‘s spot‖ and 
offers help from the daily 
storms of life that local 
residents face. 

To celebrate its 
anniversary on Nov. 1, Open 
House opened its doors not 
just to its community but also 
to the many people who 
founded it and brought it to 
where it is today. 

―Many of our founders 
didn‘t know what their work 
had led to, and we wanted them to see that,‖ 
said Wanda Ashworth, executive director and 
one of CBF‘s field personnel. ―As many of the 
original builders entered Open House Ministries, 
their eyes welled up with tears. It was evident 
their vision had been realized.‖ 

―The celebration allowed the people who came 
down to Homestead as the early volunteers 
rebuilding homes and building the ministry 
center to see the fruits of their labors,‖ said 
Carolyn Anderson, former coordinator for CBF of 

Florida. ―It was incredible to see these folks walk 
through the center, meet the folks from the 
community, and see for themselves how their 

labors were not in vain.‖ 
The residents who directly 

benefit from Open House 
were also an integral part of 
the celebration. Even though 
the meal was catered, 
Ashworth said nearly every 
family whose child 
participates in an Open 
House program prepared 
and brought food to add to 
the table. 

As a joint ministry of the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship and CBF of Florida, Open House 
began as a disaster response effort in 1992 
following Hurricane Andrew. After several years 
of rebuilding homes and lives, many began to 
dream of a ministry center in this neighborhood 
that would serve as a beacon of hope. In 2000, 
the yellow 9,000-square-foot building, built with 
volunteer labor and home to OHM, opened. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Celebrating 16 years of ministry, friends and 
supporters of OHM share lunch together while 
enjoying the music of a local mariachi band. 

Open House Ministries Celebrates Homecoming 
By Sue Poss, CBF Communications 

Celebrate God! 
CBF Florida’s Spring Celebration April 24-25 

Celebrate God all day, every day.  I mean revel in him! 

Philippians 4:4 (The Message) 

The 2009 Spring Celebration for the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Florida will be held April 
24-25 at the South Venice Baptist Church in Venice, Florida.  The theme for this year‘s meeting – 
Celebrate God! – focuses on celebrating God‘s past, present, and future work in the Baptist move-
ment, particularly during this year when Baptists celebrate their 400

th
 birthday. 

CBF Florida is fortunate to have as our featured speaker for the weekend Walter B. Shurden, 
Minister at Large, Mercer University.  Dr. Shurden, a native of Greenville, MS, was the founding 
executive director of the Center for Baptist Studies at Mercer University.  For nearly twenty-five 
years he was the Callaway Professor of Christianity at the Roberts Department of Christianity in the 
College of Liberal Arts at Mercer. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Missional Living 

Karen’s Call 

My journey to become a nurse practitioner actually started with a love for 
animals.  From the time I was a small child, I loved animals and by the time I 
was seven, I had decided to become a veterinarian.  I couldn‘t imagine any-
thing better than spending my life healing God‘s creatures.  As I grew older, 
my passion and interest never wavered but expanded to include ecology and 
a love for the environment as well. 

Before starting high school, my family moved to Oregon and there I read a 
newspaper article about a wildlife biologist.  Immediately, I knew that wildlife 
biology was the answer for combining my love for animals and my love for all 
of nature.  I felt sure that God was calling me to travel the world to study ani-
mals and join international conservation and preservation efforts. 

After receiving my degree in wildlife biology from the University of Montana, 
I joined the Peace Corps.  I was sent to Morocco to work as a wildlife biologist 
in the Eastern High Atlas Mountains National Park just north of the Sahara. 

There, I lived in a small, geographically isolated Berber village, and, while I 
loved my job working in the park, I also fell in love with my village and with the Berber people.  Living conditions there in the 
mountains were primitive, and the Berbers had no access to healthcare. 

The more I thought about staying there to work, the more I realized how much more they needed a medical professional rather 
than a biologist living among them.  Gradually, I realized my call for healing needed to extend to include people as well. 

After 3 years in Morocco, I returned to the States, and after much prayer and searching decided the best way to achieve my 
new goal was to become a nurse practitioner. 

Now my job with CBF combines my 2 passions: love for medicine and desire to heal people, and my love for the outdoors and 
interest in environmental science.  While I thought I was schooling myself for a career, it turns out God was schooling me to be 
his servant! 

Editor’s Note:  Karen, who hails from Bayshore Baptist Church in Tampa, was commissioned in 2007.  She serves as a com-
munity health developer in Southeast Asia, where she uses her nurse practitioner skills and training on a medical boat that trav-
els a major river system.  Due to security concerns, her name and the location of her service are not disclosed.  If you would like 
to contribute to Karen’s ministry, check out the possibilities at http://www.thefellowship.info/documents/0809GiftCatalog.pdf.  
Karen’s project number is 80943, “Southeast Asia, The River Ministry.” 

TAKING IT TO THE STREETS 
PASSPORT Mission Camps, Tri-Delta, and a 5K Run 

What do PASSPORT Mission Camps, Delta Delta Delta Sorority, Watering Malawi, 
and a 5K Run have in common?  You may be surprised to learn that one answer is 
―missional living.‖  Another answer is Morgan Hightower.  Morgan is a junior at the 
University of Florida, where she is also the Vice-President of Public Relations for her 
sorority, Tri-Delta. 

Following her work last summer on the staff of PASSPORT at camps in Boston and 
New Orleans, Hightower returned to college life in Gainesville wondering what she 
could do to integrate her faith with her life as a full-time college student at one of the 
busiest universities in America.  ―As a college student, I find it is hard for us to be 
aware of all the problems in the world because we are so worried about graduating 
and figuring out what to do with our lives,‖ says Hightower. 

During training week for PASSPORT staff, however, Morgan was introduced to 
Watering Malawi by Colleen Burroughs, the executive vice-president of PASSPORT and the founder of Watering Malawi.  
Hightower discovered through Burroughs‘ presentation that Malawi, a small country in southern Africa that is home to 13 million 
people, irrigates only 2% of its arable land and that women particularly spend much of their time collecting and carrying water. 

So, Hightower, who grew up in College Park Baptist Church in Orlando, mixed her experiences at PASSPORT with her life as 
a college student and sorority sister and her interest in running in order to raise funds to help build sustainable wells in Malawi.  
Her goal was to raise enough money – roughly $6,000 – to build two wells in Malawi.  ―This creative stirring together of interests 
and passions in order to be the presence of Christ where we are is exactly what missional living means,‖ commented Ray 
Johnson, CBF of Florida‘s coordinator, when he first heard of Hightower‘s initiative. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Villagers who live along the route traveled by the Medical 
Boat spend time cleaning dishes and other items in the 

river‘s murky waters. 

Megan Holloway (L) and Morgan Hightower (R) 
anticipate a large turnout for the first Delta Delta 

5K run to benefit Watering Malawi. 

http://www.thefellowship.info/documents/0809GiftCatalog.pdf
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Tropical Treasures Encourages Young Entrepreneurs 
By Wanda Ashworth 

Several young girls, who are a regular presence at Open House Minis-
tries in Homestead, have begun their own micro-enterprise, named Tropi-
cal Treasures.  The idea for the business was conceived during the 2008 
General Assembly in Memphis, TN, when several OHM youth visited with 
their counterparts from CBF‘s Together for Hope ministry in Helena, 
Arkansas. 

During breaks at the General Assembly, the youth from Helena 
worked with our youth from Open House to make beaded earrings. Delta 
Jewels, as the Helena business is called, then sold the earrings to 
interested shoppers at the General Assembly. 

Wanda Kidd, College Ministry Consultant for North Carolina‘s CBF, 
was at Open House one week during November to teach OHM‘s young 
entrepreneurs the ins and outs of creating and sustaining a successful 
business. 

Since Tropical Treasures is an equal opportunity employer, Open House‘s young men have become business partners, 
particularly after the young women began to have some success.  Some of the boys have made and bookshelves and painted 
them like Dora the Explorer and Charlie Brown. 

If you would like to purchase items from Tropical Treasures, contact Wanda Ashworth or Leah Crowley at Open House by 
calling (305) 242-1418. 

Three young business women tend the ―store‖ for the opening 
day of business at Tropical Treasures during OHM‘s 

homecoming celebration, November 1, 2008. 

Craddock’s Ministry of Presence Changes Teens’ Lives 
By Carla Wynn Davis, CBF Communications 

When the other youth are leaving Touching Miami with Love’s ministry center, Kevin 
often lingers to talk with Christy Craddock, one of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship‘s 
field personnel serving at this urban ministry, supported both by CBF National and CBF 
Florida. 

Over several months they‘ve talked about life and how painful it‘s been for this 12-year-
old, whose mother died and whose father is in prison for killing her. In an art class, Kevin 
drew a picture of a flower blooming from pieces of a broken heart. Craddock asked him 
what the picture meant. He said that even out of sadness and pain something beautiful can 
grow. 

In the Miami neighborhood of Overtown, one of the poorest areas in Florida, youth flock 
to Touching Miami with Love’s (TML) after-school program for its activities and to spend 
time with adults, such as Craddock, who care about them. It‘s a bright spot in lives sur-
rounded by drugs, crime and violence. Many of the teens live in substandard housing and 
attend failing public schools with high dropout rates. Yet they come to TML for something 
different. 

―I am seeing young people make choices to follow Christ,‖ said Craddock, a native of 
Lexington, Ky. ―They are choosing not to get caught up in the crime, violence, drug dealing, and promiscuity around them. In-
stead, they are choosing to open their hearts up to God and to allow God to mold their lives.‖ 

Their stories reveal the challenges many Overtown teenagers face. Their family was robbed and needs help. Their family is 
homeless and living in a shelter. Drug dealers ask them to make deliveries. Two girls recently came to Craddock with news that 
their friend had been shot and killed. She talked with them about the emotions of losing a friend, and at the end of the conversa-
tion they prayed. 

―After the girls left my office, I thought to myself, ‗This is why I moved to Miami,‘‖ Craddock said. ―‘I moved here to be with 
young people as they deal with life‘s struggles. I don‘t have all the answers and I can‘t fix their problems. But, I can offer them 
love, encouragement, and I can share with them that there is a God who knows their struggles and who longs to heal their 
hurts.‘‖ 

As vital as the youth ministry is, it couldn‘t happen without support from CBF partner churches that sponsor the after-school 
program, special events, field trips and more. University Baptist Church in Miami has been a significant supporter. But there‘s 
always need and room for more churches to become involved, whether it‘s mentoring youth or hosting special events or field 
trips. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Christy Craddock (L), TML‘s director of 
youth ministries, takes time to pose with 

one of her young friends at TML. 
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Called to Bring Comfort 
By Brad Jackson 

As I come to the conclusion of my formal training in theology, I have begun to develop a 
more refined sense of my vocation.  My education at the Candler School of Theology has 
enabled me to engage a broad and diverse spectrum of various ministries and theologies.  
As a result of this exposure, I have felt increasingly called to provide pastoral care to those 
in need of comfort in times of crisis. 

During the final year of my education, I am enrolled – through tuition, partially funded by 
CBF Florida and CBF National – in a Clinical Pastoral Education curriculum at Crawford 
Long Hospital in Atlanta.  In addition to eight hours per week of ―classroom‖ instruction, I 
serve fifteen hours per week as a chaplain, plus additional on-call responsibilities.  This is a 
necessary step in moving toward a career as a chaplain, and I look forward to the time 
when I might be considered for Cooperative Baptist Fellowship endorsement. 

Although I do not as of now feel a calling to serve in a local church in a professional ca-
pacity, I am actively involved with congregational ministry.  I currently attend and work part-
time at Peachtree Baptist Church in Atlanta. 

I am eternally grateful for the opportunities that the resources and support of the CBF of Florida have afforded me, and I hope 
to have your support throughout my ministry career. 

Editor’s Note:  Brad Jackson, whose home church in Florida is Bayshore Baptist Church in Tampa, is expected to graduate at 
the conclusion of this spring semester from the Candler School of Theology in Atlanta, which is part of Emory University.  He is 
one of eight students for whom CBF of Florida has provided scholarship funds during this past year.  Gifts to the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship of Florida help students such as Brad to prepare for ministry in a Cooperative Baptist context. 

(Craddock’s Ministry, continued from page 3) 

―Our youth need adult role models who can pour into their lives,‖ said Craddock. 
Through CBF‘s Offering for Global Missions, TML receives funding for several staff members, including Craddock.  Likewise, 

gifts to the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Florida help maintain TML‘s ministry center in Overtown from which Craddock and 
her colleagues minister. 

―It is an honor for me to work with [these] young people,‖ Craddock said.  ―Even in the midst of sadness and despair, truly 
something beautiful can grow.‖ 

 
For more information on how you or your church can partner with Craddock‘s ministry, go to www.touchingmiamiwithlove.org 
or call the ministry center at (305) 416-0435.  Also, if you are interested in ministering with the youth of Overtown, TML is search-
ing for a part-time Youth Program Coordinator.  For more information, contact Christy at Christy@touchingmiamiwithlove.org. 

www.thefellowship.info/currentretreat 

 

College Park Baptist Church / Orlando 

Feb. 23-25, 2009 

www.thefellowship.info/truesurvivor 

Brad Jackson and his wife Kate take a 
break from his studies at Candler School 
of Theology.  Brad recieves one of CBF 

of Florida‘s ministerial scholarships. 

http://www.touchingmiamiwithlove.org
mailto:Christy@touchingmiamiwithlove.org


(Open House’s Homecoming, continued from page 1) 

Open House Ministries, opened. 
―Because of the hundreds of volunteers who came from all over the U.S., Open 

House Ministries now provides space for God in this diverse migrant community,‖ 
said Anderson. ―These folks have not been welcomed by local congregations but 
they can come to Open House and find people who care about whatever the need in 
their lives happens to be, join with another who will pray for this need and invite God 
to provide answers to their problems. By providing a place for God, Open House is in 
fact being the presence of God.‖ 

Ray Johnson, coordinator of CBF of Florida, first became acquainted with Open 
House when he moved to the state in 1998.  

―At that time, the ministry center was a slab of concrete with pipe and re-bar 
poking up everywhere.‖ he said. ―CBF Florida was already dreaming. We had no 
idea at that time, but a lot of hope, that eventually those walls would rise, a roof 

would be nailed down, and hundreds 
and thousands of feet would walk across the hallways and rooms throughout the 
next several years.‖ 

Today, more than 100 children and youth participate weekly in WISE-UP, an after-
school program for elementary students, and JAM (Jesus and Me), a Bible study for 
teenagers. Ten adult students learn English as a second language while their pre-
school children are reading with another teacher.  

Each week 30 families visit La Tienda, Open House‘s Thrift Store, to purchase 
clothing and household items for only a quarter per item. Families receive assistance 
as needed through the emergency food pantry. A new initiative is called Tropical 
Treasures, an enterprise that promotes self-sufficiency and affirms the skills of local 
youth by marketing jewelry and other artistic products they have designed and cre-
ated. 

Beyond the direct ministries of Open House, it also provides space to a free health clinic, a social service agency and a 
grassroots community development organization. 

―Open House Ministries is a tremendous source of pride to CBF of Florida,‖ Johnson said. ―More than that, though, we see 
in Open House the visible sign of an extravagantly faithful God. It is hard to believe what the ministry has become. It started as a 
compassionate response to the victims of Hurricane Andrew. It became a flicker of a vision. People stepped out on faith, and 
God has blessed those faithful steps. So, honestly, if anyone wants to see what God can do with faithful servants and a few re-
sources. Take a trip to Homestead and peek in at any time during the day (and many nights). You won‘t believe it.‖ 

A FOUNDATION HAPPY NEW YEAR 
By George Borders 

From those of us who work with the CBF Florida Foundation we want to wish you a Happy New 
Year.  While 2008 has had its ups and downs, we are looking forward with great anticipation to 
2009. 

The Foundation remains committed to its mission of helping to generate financial resources to 
support the work and ministries of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Florida.  God has blessed 
us these past sixteen years since the chartering of the Foundation in 1992. 

We want to thank the many who have so faithfully supported CBF Florida through the Founda-
tion.  Currently, some forty CBF-FL‘ers have notified us that they have made CBF Florida a part of 
their estate plan.  Thank you! 

Hundreds of you continue to give regularly to support the Foundation‘s work and to grow the 
amount of investments that are returned to CBF Florida each year.  In addition, a number of friends 
of CBF Florida have been involved in our Foundation 500 effort to grow the endowment of the Foun-
dation to the one-million dollar mark.  Had the markets not had such a difficult year we would be at that point.  We are confident 
that the US and world economies will begin to rebound in 2009 and we will see the endowment value move right back up again. 

If you are interested in securing the financial future of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship movement in Florida, we who serve 
in the Foundation are here to provide you with any assistance you may need as you make your plans. 

In the coming issues of this publication, I will be giving you some specific suggestions to help you in your financial planning, 
especially in these times.  And, more specifically, I will help you identify specific ways in which you can help insure the legacy of 
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Florida.  So again, happy New Year and thank you so very much for what you mean to 
CBF Florida! 

 

Foundation News 
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Christine Smith, and Pat Anderson (on right) 
remember stories with two other volunteers during 

OHM‘s Homecoming celebration. 

Lucille Smith, Bert and Debbie Ayers (left to right) 
reminisce around the clothing store  (La Tienda) in 

the Open House Ministry Center. 
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From Lakeland 

Clara Peller.  That was the name of the actress who, in the mid-1980‘s, shouted the memorable ques-
tion for the Wendy‘s hamburger ad:  ―Where‘s the beef?‖  That little catchphrase has had a bit of staying 
power in our popular culture.  In fact, I had forgotten that the phrase was used in the presidential prima-
ries of 1984 when Walter Mondale asked Gary Hart regarding his ―new ideas,‖ ―Where‘s the beef?‖  It 
was one of those zinger moments and a turning point in the presidential race of 1984. 

Typically, the question is asked rhetorically to raise doubt about the real substance of something.  
―Look, there‘s this big, fluffy bnu, but ‗where‘s the beef‘?‖  Where‘s the substance?  What, you may be 
wondering, does this have to do with the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Florida? 

Well, in late October, our Administrative Council and Representative Assembly worked extremely hard 
to hammer out a budget for 2009.  We were dealing with the harsh economic realities of that time, reali-
ties which persist.  In addition, we looked critically at what had been given to the Fellowship over the 
course of the previous five years. 

The net result was a much leaner budget than in previous years.  In simple terms, our 2009 budget is 
all beef!  Now, let me say at the outset that I‘ve had it ingrained that churches and denominations are supposed to increase their 
budget every year.  We want growth, both in membership and finances.  In fact, we (or at least I) have been conditioned to be-
lieve that reducing a budget is a sign of failure. 

In the case of the 2009 budget, however, that is simply not true.  I am very proud of the work done by our leadership.  We 
took a hard look at what is most important strategically.  We asked questions about what we could leverage to make the most 
impact.  We explored strategies to reduce spending and increase giving.  The bottom line sentiment, though, was that it was 
more prudent to trim expenses than to anticipate a shift in giving patterns, particularly with the depth of the US‘s recession. 

So, here‘s the 2009 budget in a summary format.  We will need revenue from individual and church contributions totaling 
$401,000 for the year.  In addition, we will be able to draw $58,000 in investment income from our Foundation Endowment.  CBF 
Florida has designated eight priority areas of ministry that fall into five categories, all of which are supported by staff and opera-
tional requirements, such as phones, lights, and insurance.  Here is how we allocated expenses for those areas of ministry: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It‘s true that we have a much leaner budget.  So, where‘s the beef?  This year, we will publish at least five issues of the news-

letter, begin one strategic church plant, support the work of Open House Ministries and Touching Miami with Love, increase part-
nerships with our Hispanic friends, grow the number of partnering Baptist congregations, and open up missional opportunities in 
Cuba and the Caribbean.  It‘s all beef. 

Where’s the Beef? 
By Ray Johnson 

MINISTRY AREA BUDGETED EXPENSES 

Church Development $6,750.00 

Church Planting $25,000.00 

Missions Development $60,850.00 

Financial Development $30,000.00 

Membership Development $43,850.00 

Personnel and Administration $289,679.00 

TOTAL $456,129.00 

(Taking it to the Streets, continued from page 2) 
 

a significant supporter. But there‘s always need and room for more churches to become involved, whether it‘s mentoring youth or 
hosting special events or field trips. 

As Morgan approached her sorority with the idea of the 5K run to help water Malawi, she joined forces with another sorority 
sister, Megan Holloway, who in the summer of 2007 visited Malawi with her family.  Holloway saw firsthand the poverty and hard-
ship that the people of Malawi endure. 

With the help of their sorority, Hightower and Holloway planned and promoted the 5K run to be held on November 8.  They 
were able to enlist more than 300 runners with a host of sponsors.  By the end of the day, the two sorority sisters had raised a 
little over $13,000 – more than twice their original goal. 

―I hope that we can empower the students of the University of Florida and the residents of Gainesville to know that even 
though we have struggles and worries of our own, we can do something to make a difference in the world,‖ Hightower said when 
asked what she hoped to accomplish.  She concluded, ―We have the ability to change the world.‖ 

 
 

Editor’s Note:  for more information on Watering Malawi as well as to make donations, visit their website at www.wateringmalawi.org. 

http://www.wateringmalawi.org


Baptist History and Cuba 
By Tommy Deal 

As we begin this new year, I am humbled and honored to be part of something much bigger than any 
of one of us, and more exciting than could be imagined!  I am referring to our relationship with brothers 
and sisters in Cuba.  In the first six months of this year, there will be at least three groups who will con-
tinue building on the relationships with Eastern Cuba Baptist Convention (Convención Bautista de Cuba 
Oriental or CBCO) begun last year. 

In early March, Ray Johnson, along with Harry Rowland and Bernie Moraga of Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship‘s Global Missions, will attend the Annual Assembly of CBCO.  While there, they will speak, 
preach and formally establish a partnership between CBCO and both CBF National and CBF of Florida. 

In late March, a team from First Baptist Church Marion, North Carolina will go to work on the ―Elder 
Home‖ project—a residential facility for retired pastors and spouses.  Then in late April/early May, Allan 
Mitchell, several members of South Venice Baptist Church, and I will go to continue working on the Elder 
Home.  We hope to bring it nearer completion and occupancy.  Dialogue has begun with others who are 
considering missional connections in the fall and early 2010 and beyond. 

In this partnership, it is interesting to know that Baptist work in Cuba is not new.  Although we cele-
brate 400 years of Baptists identity around the globe this year, Baptists have had a presence in Cuba at least over the last hun-
dred years.  Cuba was ―discovered‖ by Christopher Columbus in 1492 who described it as ―the most beautiful land the human 
eye has beheld.‖  After 300 years of control by Spain, the United States assisted Cuba‘s independence in 1898.  During the late 
1800s, many protestant denominations started their missionary work in Cuba.  In November 1898, the home mission boards of 
the Northern Baptist and Southern Baptist conventions agreed to concentrate their efforts in different regions.  The western zone 
(Pinar del Río, Havana, Matanzas and Las Villas) was the area in which Southern Baptists worked.  The eastern zone 
(Camagüey and the East) became the ministry area of the Northern Baptist Convention, subsequently named American Baptist 
Churches USA. 

In 1905, representatives of twelve churches established the Convención Bautista de Cuba Oriental, or Eastern Cuba Baptist 
Convention.  This Baptist convention is one of the largest and strongest of all denominations in Cuba with approximately 350 
churches and 25,000 members.  They are larger and stronger than the Western Baptist Convention, Freedom Baptist Conven-
tion or Fraternity of Baptist Churches, the other three Baptist identities on the island. 

Even though statistically they are the largest and strongest, they have many needs with which we in CBF Florida can assist.  
Working within guidelines and restrictions dictated by the embargo, securing proper invitations, visas and travel licenses, U.S. 
citizens are permitted to go to Cuba for religious reasons.  Thus, it is with much excitement and probability that we move forward 
with this partnership with our Baptist brothers and sisters of eastern Cuba. 

If you or your church would like more information on mission opportunities in Cuba, simply contact me or Ray Johnson at the 
Lakeland office.  We are excited to help others discover this new movement of God. 
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Special Gifts to CBF of Florida 

Laura Cason, a gift to Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Florida, in memory of Ted and Amy Cason. 

An anonymous gift to Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Florida, in memory of Jim Hammock. 

Ouida Wyatt, a gift to Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, South Florida Ministries, in memory of Alan Ashworth. 

Ron and Karen Rooks, a gift to Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Florida, in memory of Betty Andrews. 

Catherine (Judy) Pelham, a gift to Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Florida, in memory of her husband, John Pelham. 

(CBF Florida Spring Celebration, continued from page 1) 

The Spring Celebration will be preceded on Thursday, April 23, by the annual CBF Florida 
clergy conference.  This conference begins at 1:30 p.m. and, like the Celebration, will be 
hosted by South Venice Baptist Church.  The clergy conference, open to all clergy, will con-
clude with lunch on Friday, April 24. 

The weekend‘s festivities include a Baptist Birthday party on Friday evening, a variety of 
workshops to explore missional opportunities, the future of the Cooperative Baptist move-
ment, and the challenges of church ministry in the 21

st
 century. 

In addition to the birthday party on Friday evening, the celebration will also spotlight the 
work of CBF mission field personnel in some of the world‘s difficult places. 

Mark your calendars now to hold the dates.  Be sure to check CBF Florida‘s website 
(www.floridacbf.org), upcoming newsletters, and weekly electronic emails for additional infor-
mation.  (You can subscribe to CBF Florida‘s weekly e-news simply by registering through its 
website.) 

Dr. Walter Shurden will be the featured 
speaker at the 2009 Spring Gathering of 

the CBF of Florida. 

http://www.floridacbf.org
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February is Martha Stearns Marshall 
Women’s Preaching Month!  Baptist Women 

in Ministry (BWIM) encourages churches this year 
to invite a woman to preach any Sunday during the 
month of February.  The goal this year is to have 
100 congregations observe this event.  For more 
information, go to the BWIM website 
(www.bwim.info).  For assistance in securing a 
woman preacher for a Sunday in February, contact 
the CBF Florida office in Lakeland. 

The Baptist Joint Committee has 
announced its annual religious liberty essay 

contest, which is open to high school students in 
the 2009 and 2010 graduating classes. The 
contest offers a grand prize of $1,000 and airfare 
and lodging for two to Washington, D.C. Second 
prize is $500, and third prize is $100. For 
information on the contest, including the topic of 
the essay, go to the BJC website http://

www.bjconline.org/contest/index.html. All entries 
must be postmarked by March 2, 2009. 

Touching Miami with Love (TML) has begun 
taking deposits for their 2009 Summer 

Missions. The ministry will host 6 weeks of teams 
from Saturday, June 20, through Saturday, August 

1, 2009. Information concerning TML‘s summer 
missions program (including links to the new 
contract, deposit information, and a basic 
guidebook) can be found under ―Summer Mission 
Teams‖ in the ―Volunteer Opportunities‖ section of 
TML‘s website www.touchingmiamiwithlove.org. 
The cost per week of ministry at TML has been 
reduced to $200 per person. 

Touching Miami with Love (TML) is seeking 
a part-time Youth Program Coordinator to 

work 20 hours per week, Monday thru Thursday, 
from 2:00pm to 7:00pm.  The Coordinator will be 
responsible for planning, preparing, and helping to 
lead activities in TML‘s after-school program for 
youth.  To read the job description, go to TML‘s 
website www.touchingmiamiwithlove.org. Resumes 
should be sent electronically to Christy Craddock 
at christy@touchingmiamiwithlove.org. 

Newsletter on the Web: As soon as each 
issue of the newsletter is completed, it is 

posted on CBF-FL‘s website  for your convenience.  
We are recognizing delays with United States 
Postal Service.  Go to www.floridacbf.org to view 
the newsletter. At the ―Main Menu‖  click 
―newsletter‖ and then follow the instructions. 
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