
ATLANTA – The 19
th
 annual Cooperative Baptist 

Fellowship General Assembly began Thursday, July 2, 
focusing on the theme ―Embrace the World: Welcome to 
Your Neighborhood.‖  By the end of the two days, more 
than 1,600 Fellowship Baptists had attended the business 
and worship sessions, as well as workshops and auxiliary 
events.  

During the assembly, attendees approved the 2009-
2010 budget, which allocates $16.15 million to missions 
and ministry; participated in more than 30 ministry 
workshops; attended auxiliary events for such CBF 
partners as the Baptist Center for Ethics, Baptist Joint 
Committee for Religious Liberty and Associated Baptist 
Press.  During worship, participants explored diversity and 
hospitality as Christian practices. 

Attendees were able to contribute to the Jimmy and 
Rosalynn Carter Offering for Religious Liberty and Human 
Rights and to CBF’s Offering for Global Missions.  By 
Friday evening, $9,848 was collected for the Jimmy and 
Rosalynn Carter Offering for Religious Liberty and Human 
Rights. At the Wednesday commissioning service, $8,806 
was given in support of CBF’s Offering for Global Missions. 

In the Thursday morning business session, CBF 
moderator Jack Glasgow, pastor of Zebulon Baptist Church 
in Zebulon, N.C., reflected on the Fellowship’s past year, 
including the relocation of the CBF Resource Center and 
the recognition of new strategic priorities. 

At the conclusion of the General Assembly, Glasgow 
began a year of service as immediate past moderator, and 
Hal Bass, a professor at Ouachita Baptist University in 
Arkadelphia, Ark., assumed the role of CBF moderator.  
Other new officers elected during the session, included 

moderator-elect Christy McMillin-Goodwin, associate 
minister for education and missions at Oakland Baptist 
Church in Rock Hill, S.C., and recorder Joanne Carr, a 
member of First Baptist Church in Augusta, Ga. 

Cooperative Baptists from Florida featured prominently 
during the Friday evening service. Water for Hope, an effort 
to connect churches, individuals, organizations and 
resources in order to address the world’s water crisis was 
highlighted. David Harding, one of CBF’s field personnel 
and a member of College Park Baptist Church in Orlando, 
works to provide access to clean water within one half mile 
of every home.  (You can see Harding’s presentation online 
at YouTube.com.  Simply search ―2009 Assembly Water for 
Hope‖ from within YouTube.) 

In another video presentation, college and graduate 
students who participated in the Student.Go semester 
missions experiences shared how their lives were changed 
by serving. Two Student.Go interns, Rosie Stafford and 
Caitlyn Sandley both shared the impact that working at 
CBF Florida’s Open House Ministries in Homestead had 
upon them.  It was clear from these presentations that CBF 
Florida’s South Florida Ministries (Open House and 
Touching Miami with Love) are ―breeding grounds‖ for 
young missionaries and field personnel. 

On Friday morning, CBF’s executive coordinator, 
Daniel Vestal, reflected on what holds the Fellowship 
together – common values, love of freedom, community 
and participation in God’s mission. As the Fellowship 

 
(Continued on page 5) 
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General Assembly Explores Concepts of Diversity, Hospitality 
By Patricia Heys, Bob Perkins, Carla Wynn Davis, and Ray Johnson 
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Jesús Garcia (center) and his wife Jackeline (left) attended 
the GA all the way from Puerto Rico, where they co-pastor 
the Iglesia Bautista de Metropolis,  a CBF Florida church. 

Christy Craddock, one of CBF's newly commissioned field 
personnel, speaks during Wednesday evening’s 

commissioning service. 
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Missions in Hard Places 

A Lesson in Patience from the Other Side of the World 
By Allan L. Mitchell, Pastor 

South Venice Baptist Church 

I ’ve been the pastor of South Venice Baptist Church for 
over three years. I came down from Virginia with a call 

to bring health and growth to a struggling church. The 
church is doing much better, but growth and change has 
not been as fast and easy as I’d hoped in this area full of 
unchurched retirees and few Baptists. Sometimes I get 
impatient and wonder what God is waiting for as our church 
seeks to share Christ’s love. 

This spring I had the 
opportunity to go on a 
mission exploration trip 
with Pat Anderson thanks 
to CBFF and CBF. I, with 
four other pastors, went to 
the other side of the world, 
to Southeast Asia, where 
CBF field personnel serve 
the Lord.  I had never been 
to SE Asia, but I saw from 
the first day of the trip that 
they served and lived in far 
harder places than SW 
Florida! 

Sam and Anna,* work 
with artists and musicians 
on an island known for its 
artists and musicians. They 
are helping the church incorporate their culture, music, and 
art into Christian life and worship. They have an exciting 
and challenging ministry around lots of internationals, 
artists, and locals of Hindu background. Even on their 
island, they face challenges and hardships in ministry and 
everyday life. 

On another island we met a team of CBF field personnel 
who serve the Lord where Islam is the main religion and 
Christians are only tolerated. Everywhere you go you see 
and hear the evidence of the strong Muslim influence on all 
of life. Julia, a nurse practitioner, directs the river medical 
boat, providing primary medical care to hundreds of people 
who live along the river. Tom and Susan, two year 
appointees with Global Missions, work with a water team 
setting up village-size water filters so that the villagers will 
have clean water to use for cooking and washing instead of 
using the polluted river’s water. These three field personnel 
see the fruit of their ministry quite rapidly as people get well 
and clean water flows. 

One other missionary couple taught me a great lesson 
in patience. Tom, Mary and their three children have 
served the longest on this Island. Tom leads the whole 
team and oversees a demonstration farm outside of his 
city. This agricultural mission farm is managed and staffed 
by locals.  The goal of the farm is to discover new methods 
of farming and demonstrate these methods to local 
farmers. 

Tom hopes to help the 
farmers in the area be less 
dependent on expensive 
chemicals and 
longstanding, but 
agriculturally unsound 
practices. 

Tom, who was educated 
in animal science, grew up 
on a farm and still has that 
farm boy easiness as he 
showed us around the farm 
in the tropical heat. He 
showed us the composting, 
crops, trees, and 
techniques he was trying.  
As he showed us one tree 
that he hoped would help in 
many ways, he said it will 

be years until he knows if the mature tree will be as useful 
as he hopes. He didn’t say weeks or months. He is willing 
to wait years to see the fruit of his labor! 

When I heard that, I thought that he does have the 
patience of a farmer as he serves the Lord in this hard 
place. I felt almost ashamed to be impatient on my mission 
field of relative ease in Venice, Florida. I’m thankful that we 
have CBF personnel who are patient even in the hard 
places. Thanks, Tom, for this lesson about patience I 
learned on the other side of the world. 

Meanwhile, friends, wait patiently for the Master's Arrival. 
You see farmers do this all the time, waiting for their 

valuable crops to mature, patiently letting the rain do its 
slow but sure work. 

 
Be patient like that. Stay steady and 

strong. The Master could arrive at any time. 
James 5:7-8 (The Message) 

*For security reasons all field personnel names have been 
changed. 

A composter, operated by a local who was trained by Tom, a CBF 
field personnel who is developing compost methods and different 

techniques with crops and trees. (Photo by Allan Mitchell) 

Millard Fuller Legacy Build 

Are you or a group from your church interested in making an extreme difference in a family’s life by helping build them a house to call 
―home?‖  August 30 – September 4, 2009, the Fuller Center for Housing (FCH) is sponsoring the 2009 Millard Fuller Legacy Build, 
named in memory of Millard Fuller, the Center’s founder. 

Individuals, church groups and FCH Covenant Partners will join together in Lanett, Alabama to build six new homes and conduct 
Greater Blessing repairs and renovations on another ten houses in the area.  Covenant Partners from Central Florida, First Coast 
Jacksonville, South Walton County and Tallahassee will be participating.  You can connect with the partner nearest you for year-
round involvement.  For further information and to register, go to http://fullercenter.org/legacy-build-2009/millard-fuller-legacy-build/ 

(Also, let Tommy Deal know by email at  tdeal@floridacbf.org) 

http://fullercenter.org/legacy-build-2009/millard-fuller-legacy-build/
mailto:tdeal@floridacbf.org


The season of Advent, especially the first Sunday when the worship center is prepared with decorations for the annual 
service of the Hanging of the Greens, is a favorite time of the year in many churches.  The decorating, the preparation 
usually involves a lot of the congregation, and is a fun time of community and cooperation. 

Recently I had the opportunity to travel to southeast Asia with Pat Anderson (Cooperative Baptist Fellowship’s Global 
Missions Advocate) along with three other pastors, on one of Pat’s ―Going to Hard Places: Trips that Make a Difference.‖ 
My experiences in the region brought to mind the images of preparation for Advent. 

The second week of the trip we were in a mostly Hindu province of a predominantly Muslim nation.  As we traveled 
around the island, explosions of color and activity would greet us on the occasions we came across a temple being 
prepared for celebration.  The Hindu temples are only 
adorned when there are celebrations scheduled.  The 
normal grays, muted reds and oranges of stone and 
brick would be transformed into rainbows of brilliant 
colors, of drapes, flags, adornments for statuary, 
flowers and other kinds of offerings to the gods. 

But more impressive than all the color and beauty 
was the bustling about of dozens and dozens of 
worshipers busily preparing the temple for the pending 
celebration.  Priests and priestesses obviously took 
the lead, but all the other volunteers were part of the 
community, clearly communities bound together by a 
common purpose and happily working together in a 
spirit of joy and anticipation. 

In one remote, mountain village we were privileged 
to see the community working diligently preparing 
their temple for a celebration scheduled to begin that 
evening.  Having received permission to enter the 
temple compound, we were witness to women making 
various trays and ―plates‖ out of bamboo leaves for offerings, preparing flowers to place in the offering vessels, adorning 
of statuary, men working in the temple and gathered outside in the periphery roasting a pig and other food offerings – a 
cacophony of noise, joyful noise, as the community of the faithful worked. 

The work seemed secondary.  This was truly a happy, joyful experience.  This temple family obviously liked one 
another.  They found joy in the work.  They shared a common purpose, a unifying reason for the day spent in 
preparation.  And, what we saw was only the first shift; the second shift would take over in the afternoon. 

In all mission experiences I have learned something.  What I have learned is that I have much to learn.  Too often 
church folks tend to think we have something that the recipients of our ―mission‖ and ministry need to learn from us, and 
certainly we are to be the presence of Christ and tell good news.  But, I have never gone or done when I haven’t left with 
at least as much, and often more, than I ever took and left. 

What impressed me about the sense of community I witnessed in the temple preparations was, first, the number of 
folks involved.  This truly was a community-wide project.  The second thing that impressed me was the shear joy of 
being together with a common purpose, the happiness they seemed to share as they laughed, talked, and told stories. 

The Advent and Lenten seasons will never be the same for me.  They will always remind me of how important 
community is to families of faith.  I look forward to the joyful times of preparation, and hope to create more opportunities 
to celebrate that joy. 

Missions in Hard Places 

Mountain villagers prepare for an annual festival at a Hindu shrine in 
southeast Asia. (Photo by John Daugherty) 

Preparing Places of Worship 
By John Daugherty, Pastor 

First Baptist Church, Ft. Myers 

Receipts Year-To-Date Actuals Year-To-Date Budget 

Undesignated Gifts $193,350.63 $183,687.48 

Designated Gifts $248,012.44 Non-budget items 

Total Receipts $441,363.07  

Expenses   

Budgeted Expenses $225,357.91 $202,486.44 

Designated Expenses $250,514.95 Non-budget items 

Total expenditures $475,872.86  

Financial Summary 
January - June 2009   
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What would you do if you were to lead a week-long 
Vacation Bible School on a small tropical island in the 
Caribbean and all of your supplies ended up on the wrong 
island?  In the case of the nine-person mission team from 
North Stuart Baptist Church, led by Jacqueline Tyl Smail, 
they relied upon God’s provision, the group’s creativity, and 
extreme flexibility. 

On July 11, the mission 
team from North Stuart 
loaded onto the ten-
passenger Caravan, 
piloted by David Ward.  
Each team member 
carried just 25 pounds of 
luggage for their week in 
Mt. Hope, one of five 
settlements on Little 
Abaco.  They carried a 
few supplies for the first 
day of VBS, which would 
begin on July 13 at New Hope Baptist Church in Mt. Hope.  
The plan was to make the hour and fifteen minute drive to 
Marsh Harbor on Monday afternoon and pick up the rest of 
the supplies which had been shipped a few weeks earlier. 

When it was discovered that the supplies had been 
rerouted to Nassau, the team regrouped in order to handle 
the remainder of the week.  So, Monday evening, the team 
gathered, prayed and brainstormed.  They listed items they 
could purchase the next day in Marsh Harbor (at a much 
greater expense).  One of the team members knew how to 
make jumping origami frogs, the craft for Tuesday morning 
when the theme for the day was Egypt’s ten plagues. 

The team improvised a makeshift Red Sea out of the 

sheets from their beds.  (They also improvised their 
bedding from cushions on sofas because their inflatable 
mattresses were also in Nassau.)  They simulated the 
water rushing back in on itself by poking small holes in the 
lids of water bottles and spraying that on the children as 
they walked through the sheets . . . er . . . Red Sea. 

More importantly, 
though, the team loved 
the children and youth 
who flooded the church 
each day for VBS.  In the 
afternoons, the team 
members headed to the 
dock to swim with the 
kids.  In the evenings after 
darkness had fallen, they 
trekked down the hill to 
the community’s volleyball 
court to play with the 
youth of Mt. Hope. 

The team from North Stuart was composed of three adult 
leaders — Jacqueline Tyl Smail, Kathleen Watson, and 
Paula Carroll (a member of CBF Florida’s Representative 
Assembly), four college students — Heather Matuszek, 
Allison Schuldt, Melinda Deacon, and Litasha Davis, and 
two high school seniors — Natasha Petrovich and Shelton 
Smoak.  This remarkable team served as the ―guinea pigs‖ 
for the first CBF Florida-sponsored Vacation Bible School 
mission to the Abacos.  It was obvious from their week on 
Abaco that they brought many lessons back with them.  
More importantly, however, was what they left behind:  a 
visible, tangible witness to the reality of the love of Jesus 
and the creative power of the Holy Spirit. 

Missional VBS 
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The mission team from North Stuart Baptist Church prepares to board 
their flight from Ft. Pierce on their way to Treasure Cay and Mt. Hope. 

A Vacation Bible School for Everyone 
By Mary Conley Holladay 

June 15 – 19 was a week of constant activity at Riverside Baptist 
Church in Jacksonville.  One hundred children, youth and adults 
participated in an ecumenical Vacation Bible School hosted by 
Jacksonville’s Riverside Baptist, Trinity Lutheran Church, Christ Church 
of Peace ―A Rainbow Spiritual Community,‖ and Riverside Avenue 
Christian Church (Disciples).  The four churches, all within two miles of 
one another, joined forces to present a Prayer Safari VBS for the 
community’s children. 

―By having several churches participate in this effort, we were able to 
draw on the talents and financial resources of each church and offer a 
broader ministry to all our children,‖ said Rev. Mary Conley Holladay, 
Associate Minister at Riverside Baptist. 

This ecumenical effort began years ago when Riverside Avenue 
Christian asked Riverside Baptist to teach them how to run a Bible 
School. ―The first year we held VBS at the Disciples church and it has 
alternated between our churches for about 10 years,‖ says Holladay.  ―One year, St. Paul’s Catholic Church, another 
area congregation, asked to join us so they could also learn how to conduct a Vacation Bible School.  They have since 
gone on their own, providing a VBS for their own children through their school.  This year we asked the Lutheran church 
and Christ Church of Peace to join us.  We had a lot of talented teachers to draw from.‖ 

Around March of each year, the leadership in the children’s departments of each church meet together to plan a date, 
publicity, and to look through various VBS curricula.  ―We’re sensitive to each church’s beliefs.  We’ve never had a 
doctrinal issue arise.‖  In addition to the ministry to the children, the adults and youth have formed friendships that will 
likely carry over into other ecumenical ministries for the community. 

Children in the Riverside neighborhood go on a 
prayer safari during this year’s VBS, co-sponsored 

by four area churches. 

Flexible and Faithful 
North Stuart Baptist leads first CBF Florida VBS in Bahamas 



Welcome to Your Neighborhood! 
By Tommy Deal, Associate Coordinator 

The 2009 General Assembly had many highlights for me.  Throughout every public event 

the theme, ―Welcome to Your Neighborhood!‖ was communicated.  We were enlightened 

and challenged to see the world as it has arrived in our own neighborhoods, and to see the 

neighborhoods all around the world as part of our own global neighborhood. 

I was reminded of the needs of others as I observed the rich celebration of a 

Bangladeshi wedding in the hotel, encountered two very different folks asking for help on 

the street, and as folks like me absorbed every bit of networking, fellowship, and re-

connecting that these times offer. 

For various reasons attendance was down in Houston, but not the energy nor the spirit.  

One thing that I and several others noted was that contrary to past Assemblies, younger Baptists were well represented.  

This affirms that we are making strides towards our number one strategy of the discernment process last year. 

The worship was well done and spoke to young and old alike.  The music was uplifting and inspiring and one could not 

tell the difference, in my opinion, between one called ―Worship Service‖ and one called ―Business Session.‖  One 

colleague wrote a few days after returning home, ―this is the first time most of us have come home without having to 

apologize to someone or having to explain ourselves.‖  For this we are grateful.  In the vast world which is our 

neighborhood, it needs our message of hope, love and grace rather than messages of disputing among the flock. 

Did Fellowship Baptists make a difference while in Houston?  I believe so.  I found it interesting that the theme for the 
week, ―Welcome to Your Neighborhood!‖ was still projected up on the wall near registration at the Hotel on Monday 
morning, two days after CBF left.  I believe the Hilton liked the message and wanted to continue sharing it! 

(General Assembly, continued from page 1) 

approaches its 20th Assembly, Vestal encouraged Fellowship Baptists to 
embrace the grace and providence ―working in and through us.‖ 

―This Fellowship is a work of God’s grace,‖ Vestal said. ―And as we 
approach a milestone, our very existence is a testimony to providence. 
Our birth was a miracle. Our survival amidst brutal and sustained attacks 
is amazing. Our growth and influence within the Baptist family and the 
broader Christian community is humbling. The resources that God’s 
people have entrusted to us is at times overwhelming‖ 

Next year’s Assembly will be held June 24-25, 2010, in Charlotte, N.C. 
Information and registration will be posted on the CBF Web site at 
www.thefellowship.info/assembly this fall.  You can also discover more 
about this year’s Assembly, including viewing a number of the Assembly’s 
videos, by visiting www.thefellowship.info. 

Floridians in Houston 

In addition to the video appearances of Stafford and Stanley, Floridians featured prominently in other places during 
the Houston Assembly.  Christy Craddock (pictured on page 1) was commissioned as an affiliate missionary of CBF 
during Wednesday evening’s commissioning service held at South Main Baptist Church in Houston.  Craddock, who has 
been a Global Service Corps missionary for the past two years, will continue serving as the Youth Director at Touching 
Miami with Love. 

Sean King (pictured below), senior pastor at College Park Baptist Church in Orlando, was a program personality 
during Friday evening’s worship service, along with David Harding.  Harding’s work with Water for Hope, mentioned 

earlier, is a ministry with which College Park actively participates.  Such 
networks — called ―communities of practice‖ — between field personnel, 
churches, and international people groups were featured prominently 
throughout the Assembly. 

Finally, about twenty-five Floridians gathered on Thursday afternoon for CBF 
Florida’s state meeting.  The group heard reports CBF field personnel Joel and 
Tiffne Whitley, who minister in Spain to refugees and immigrants from western 
Africa.  The group heard too from Craddock on her work at TML, from Doran 
McCarty on CBF Florida’s work in the Bahamas, from Tommy Deal on the Cuba 
partnership, from Jesus Garcia on his work in Puerto Rico, and Ray Johnson on 
the ministries of churches around Florida.  It was a dynamic week to discover 
ways Cooperative Baptists are being the presence of Christ. 

Floridians in Houston 
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Daniel Vestal addresses the 2009 General 
Assembly during the Friday morning business 

session. 

It looks as if Sean King, pastor of College Park 
Baptist Church, is getting a breight idea. 

http://www.thefellowship.info


From Lakeland 

Digitize Me! 
By Ray Johnson, Coordinator of CBF Florida 

As the economy continues to limp along, we in the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of 
Florida continue to make adjustments.  If you receive our weekly digital e-letter, Sharing the 
News, you have perhaps read a couple of columns that I wrote concerning our cost-savings 
measures, including a sixteen percent cut in staff salaries for the remainder of the year.  We 
have also scaled back a number of ministries, and, more to the point of this column, we have cut 
out one issue of this newsletter this year.  So, instead of six issues, you will be receiving just 
five. 

Now, we could be lamenting these changes, and to some degree we have been.  I mean, 
let’s be honest, no one likes to have their pay cut.  But . . . we are all grateful to have a place to 
work and a place that provides such meaningful work.  On the other hand, though, this economic 
downturn has stimulated our creativity.  We have looked at ways to streamline our operations; 
we have reviewed all of our expenses and ministries to prioritize them strategically, and we have 
examined new, more cost-effective ways to accomplish our goals.  In September, I will be 

meeting with a team of about ten people to improve our financial base. 
In the area of being more cost-effective, we have carefully examined our communication tools, especially this 

newsletter and our web-based and digital communication systems.  It’s about these items that I want to alert you and to 
provide you some choices. 

New Opportunities 

In the weeks ahead, CBF Florida will be increasing and improving the ways in which you can connect and 
communicate with us, especially using digital and electronic media.  Right now, you can do three things to learn more 
and to share more about being the presence of Christ through the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship movement in Florida. 

Sign up to receive CBF Florida’s weekly digital e-letter, Sharing the News.  To do this, simply go online to 
CBF Florida’s website, www.floridacbf.org, and enter your email address into the window labeled, ―Sign Up for 
our Email Newsletter.‖  You will be given a list of different groups to which you can subscribe/belong.  Select the 
―General Interest‖ group to receive Sharing the News.  The weekly e-letter is sent out each Wednesday and it 
provides information on upcoming events, news stories of relevance to CBF Florida, prayer updates from 
around the state and the globe, as well as ways to connect missionally through CBF. 

Become a fan of the CBF of Florida through Facebook
®
.  Okay, to do this you need first to become a 

member of Facebook, if you’re not already.  It’s simple:  go to www.facebook.com and fill in the windows under 
―Sign Up: It’s free and anyone can join.‖  You’ll just need to have a valid email address to join.  Once you are 
registered on Facebook, you’ll want to search for Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Florida.  Type that into the 
search window at the top of your Facebook page, and you’ll see us as the top entry in your search results.  Click 
on the CBF Florida logo, and then click on ―Become a fan‖ logo at the top of the page.  After you’ve done that, 
go to the CBF Florida fan page and begin interacting.  We’d love to see and hear from you! 

Opt to receive this newsletter, Florida Fellowship News, electronically.  You can choose to receive this 
newsletter electronically, instead of (or in addition to) receiving it by post.  To subscribe to this newsletter 
digitally, just send us an email (medwards06@floridacbf.org) or give us a call at the Lakeland office.  We’ll make 
all the necessary adjustments, and you’ll begin to receive a downloadable copy beginning with the next issue. 

As a non-digital aside, if you enjoy receiving this newsletter (and we hope you do!), there is no cost to you.  You can, 
however, help us to cover the costs of this publication for the year by a contribution of ten dollars to the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship of Florida.  In fact, in the near future, you will even be able to contribute to CBF of Florida online.  Just 
keep an eye out for those new developments on our website and our page on Facebook. 

As you consider connecting to CBF Florida via these various digital means, let me ―sweeten the pot‖ by letting you 
know of some advantages.  First, it won’t cost you or us anything to make these changes.  Second, subscribing to the 
Fellowship News by email will actually save CBF Florida money.  Third, by following us online, you will have your news 
and updates much more rapidly.  Fourth, you will be able to read extended articles, view additional photos, and watch 
videos of CBF Florida events online.  Fifth, you can actually add to the discussion and the articles by submitting your 
own news updatps and by commenting on what others are doing, saying, and thinking.  And, you can do all of this now 
just by connecting to CBF Florida through Facebook and by sending us an email that simply says, ―Digitize me!‖ 

Thank you for your gifts to CBF of Florida! 
 

 

An anonymous gift, to Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Florida, in honor of past moderator, Richard Brown, and his 
wife, Joan. 
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Waiting for India 
By Gene Murdock 
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More on Missions 

My Christian grandparents, who raised me, taught me at an early age that 
serving the Lord was not an option.  So, at the age of eleven, I trusted the Lord 
Jesus Christ as my Savior.  Since that time, although there have been many 
uncertainties in my Christian life, I have had no doubt that I belonged to God.  I 
learned early how to pray and I believed that God heard and answered prayer. 

From the time I was a young adult, I have had a love for missions and felt God’s 
tug on my heart.  While my passion for missions grew, my first mission was with 
my family. So, I devoted my time to raising my children and establishing for them 
a strong Christian foundation. 

As my children went away on summer missions trips, I remember longing to go 
when I heard the representatives from Child Evangelism tell of the need for 
summer missionaries.  So although my children were going as summer 
missionaries, in my heart I the desire to go was also growing.  As I prayed for the 
missionaries and the people they served, my passion for missions grew.  

Then in 2004, I had the opportunity to go on my first short term mission trip, 
which was to Nigeria in West Africa.  After that, I realized God was indeed leading 

me to serve in missions.  So it was that shortly after my second trip to Africa in 2005 I began to search how I could serve 
the Lord full-time in missions. During a meeting at First Baptist Church in St. Petersburg, I met Ray Johnson and Carolyn 
Anderson, who introduced to the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship’s Global Missions program.  I attended the 2007 CBF 
Florida Gathering, met Rob Nash and he encouraged me to apply to CBF.  I did and I was selected and successfully 
completed the field personnel training.  In June 2008, I was commissioned as a field personnel with the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship to serve as an English teacher in India.  I will serve along side the Aldapes in the village of Pune, a 
village of some 2.6 million Banjaras, teaching English to women and children in the Banjara communities.  Currently, I 
remain in the US while I continue to raise my financial and prayer support before I can journey to my new home in India. 

Supporting Murdock’s Ministry 

As a self-funded affiliate, Murdock is responsible for raising her own support to minister in India.  To contribute to her 
support or to make a pledge toward her support, call (800) 352-8741 or pledge online by going to http://
www.thefellowship.info/Missions/Field-personnel/Murdock and clicking on the ―pledge‖ link.  To send a pledge via US 
Postal Service, send your contribution to: Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, P.O. Box 101699, Atlanta, GA 30392. Be sure 
to include ―Gene Murdock‖ on the memo line.  You can read more about Gene and her ministry online and you can 
download her brochure at: http://www.thefellowship.info/Missions/Field-personnel/Murdock/murdockbrochure. 

Gene Murdock (left) visited with ministry 
partners during a recent trip to India. 

Sustainable Youth Ministry Youth Minister’s Retreat 

September 14 - 16, 2009 in Junaluska, NC. 
Register on-line at www.cbfofsc.org. Registration fee of 
$125.00 includes meals and double-occupancy housing. 
Featuring Ernie Forrester, retreat leader, and Deanna 
Deaton, worship leader. Sponsored by national CBF and 
the CBF organizations of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North 
Carolina, and Tennessee. 
 

Nominations for 2010 CBF FL Representative 

Assembly Needed 

It's that time again, time to begin looking for interested and 
qualified persons to help steer the ministries and mission of 
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Florida. If you, or 
someone you know, would be willing to serve on the 
Representative Assembly, send your suggested name, 
along with an email address, to Tommy Deal at 
tdeal@floridacbf.org.  
 

First Baptist Church in downtown Athens, GA, is 
seeking a full-time senior minister to lead the 

congregation.  At a minimum, the successful minister will 
have earned a Master’s of Divinity from an accredited 
seminary, preferably will have earned a doctorate.  Please 
send resume to Senior Minister Search Committee, First 
Baptist Church, 355 Pulaski Street, Athens, GA 30601 or 
email to: evelyn@firstbaptistathens.org. 
 

Campbell University Divinity School is offering an 
expanded Church Music concentration within the 

Master of Divinity degree program in order to develop 
practical ministry skills for those with under-graduate music 
degrees, music minors, or extensive professional 
experience.  Dr. Larry Dickens, Minister of Music at Snyder 
Memorial Baptist Church in Fayetteville, is the coordinator 
for the program.  For more information, contact Kelly Jones 
at 1-800-334-4111, ext. 1865, or email to 
kjones@campbell.edu. 

BULLETIN BOARD 

http://www.thefellowship.info/Missions/Field-personnel/Murdock
http://www.thefellowship.info/Missions/Field-personnel/Murdock
http://www.thefellowship.info/Missions/Field-personnel/Murdock/murdockbrochure
http://www.touchingmiamiwithlove.org
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