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The 19
th
 annual Cooperative Baptist Fellowship General 

Assembly will gather July 2-3 in Houston, Texas, around 
the theme ―Embrace the World: Welcome to your 
Neighborhood.‖ 

Come this summer to a city as 
diverse as Houston, where you can 
embrace the world by getting to know 
your new global neighbors. Hear why 
this fellowship movement called 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
matters, and leave the Assembly 
knowing you are part of this growing 
movement of God in the world. 

The General Assembly is an 
experience that extends beyond just 
the two days of actual meetings.  A 
variety of mission opportunities, 
worship experiences, and informative 
workshops are offered.  Mission events 
actually begin on Monday, June 29.  
The Leadership Institute is to be held 
on Wednesday, July 1, and CBF’s 
Global Missions field personnel will be 
commissioned on Wednesday, July 1, 
at South Main Baptist Church. 

Highlights of the Week’s Activities 

Global Missions Field Personnel Commissioning 
Service 

Leadership Institute with Al Winseman, author of 
Growing an Engaged Church 

Hands-on missions projects in the Houston area 

Resource Fair including a silent auction, missions 
marketplace and new ministry resources  

More than 60 practical ministry workshops 

Dynamic worship featuring global music, art and 
stories that challenge and inspire  

The Houston Sessions, a missional experience for 
college students 

Youth and children assemblies 

Want to Come to the Assembly? 

Visit www.thefellowship.info/assembly 
to pre-register for  the Assembly. It’s easy 
and free. 

If needed, reserve a room at the Hilton 
Americas Hotel at the discount of $109 per 
night.  Consider splitting travel costs by 
visiting www.thefellowship.info/assembly/
forum, where you can request a roommate 
to share hotel costs. 

Make travel arrangements. Fly into 
Houston Hobby (HOU) or Intercontinental 
(IAH) airport. Visit the Assembly Web site 
to learn how you can save 10 percent on 
AirTran flights. You can also ride the 
Amtrak train to downtown Houston (HOS) 
or drive. Parking is available. Invite a friend 
to attend the Assembly with you. 

If applicable, register your children and 
teenagers online for the children’s and 
youth assemblies. 

Visit the Assembly web site for 
updates, program additions, registration for 

auxiliary events and more. Keep up with the latest 
Assembly updates through the biweekly e-
newsletter featuring new events, travel tips, helpful 
downloads and more. 

Visit www.visithoustontexas.com to explore 
attractions, events, and things you can see and do 
while in Houston. 

Once in Houston, be sure to find Assembly 
registration in the Convention Center. You will 
receive a packet of information, including the 2009 
General Assembly Guide that describes all 
Assembly activities. Familiarize yourself with the 
schedule, prioritize workshops and auxiliary events 
of interest, and enjoy the Assembly. 

Embrace the World in Houston 
CBF’s 19

th
 General Assembly Meets July 2-3 
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Spring Celebration 

Celebrating God and Much More 
Three Worship Services Highlight 2009 Spring Celebration 

W hat first comes into our 
mind when we think about God is the 
most important thing about us.‖  So 
Dr. Walter B. Shurden, the guest 
speaker at the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship of Florida’s 2009 Spring 
Celebration, began each of his three 
messages during the worship 
services at the 2009 Celebration.  
Taking the experience of Moses with 
God in the burning bush on Mt. 
Horeb as his text for the weekend, 
Dr. Shurden prompted the roughly 
one hundred participants to celebrate 
the reality of God and his redemption of the world. 

Donna Lawson, director of Family Promise and an exhibitor 
during the weekend, commented on Shurden’s messages that, 
―I was transported to the mountains I’ve visited — and to the 
valleys — the literal mountains and valleys as well as life’s 
mountains and valleys.  I know God’s presence, on the 
mountains as well as in the valleys.‖ 

The musical facet of the weekend’s worship services 
featured a variety of participants.  Lance Brown, Minister of 
Worship and Administration at Riverside Baptist Church in 
Miami, served as a worship leader.  He was accompanied on 
the piano by Wanda Ashworth, who is the Director of Open 
House Ministries.  In addition, worshipers listened to special 
musical presentations by youth from OHM as well as the praise 
team and choir of South Venice Baptist Church.   

On Friday evening, in addition to a celebration of Baptists’ 
400th birthday, four CBF missionaries inspired the assembly 
with stories and presentations of their ministries.  Chaouki 

Boulos detailed his work with Arab-
speaking people in the Middle East.  
Glen Michaels (a pseudonym) spoke 
of the ministry that he and his wife 
lead with Hindus in the Silicon Valley 
of southern California. 

Locally, Wanda Ashworth shared 
stories of the impact that Coopera-
tive Baptists are having in their 
ministry at Open House.  Jason 
Nettles, the Director of Touching 
Miami with Love, presented a video 
that detailed the variety of ways that 
TML is serving in the historic African-
American community of Overtown in 

downtown Miami. 
At Saturday morning’s worship service, the focus shifted to 

celebrating and honoring CBF Florida’s volunteer leadership.  
In addition to recognizing outgoing and incoming members of 
CBF Florida’s Representative Assembly, special recognition 
was given to Bud Strawn, a member of First Baptist Church of 
St. Petersburg, for his service as CBF Florida’s 2008 
moderator.  At the same time, Jan Moore from South Venice 
Baptist Church was welcomed as CBF Florida’s moderator for 
2009. 

From California to Beirut, from Miami to Pensacola, more 
than 100 friends came to Venice . . . Florida, that is . . . to 
celebrate their life together as Cooperative Baptists.  Not only 
did they celebrate 400 years of God’s work through Baptist 
people around the globe, but they embraced one another as 
friends and co-laborers in their work to embrace God’s world.  It 
was, indeed, a celebration. 

(Turn to pages 4 and 5 for more on the Spring Celebration) 

Dr. Walter Shurden speaks during the 2009 Spring 
Celebration’s Saturday morning worship service. 

Dr. Fitzgerald ―Fitz‖ Hill inspired more than 20 ministers during the two-day 
2009 Ministers’ Conference, hosted by the CBF of Florida and South Venice 
Baptist Church.  The conference began at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday afternoon, April 
23, although a few clergy arrived earlier on Thursday morning to enjoy a round of 
golf before the afternoon sessions began. 

Dr. Hill, president of Arkansas Baptist College in Little Rock, spoke on topics 
ranging from his calling to serve as the president of ABC, to community develop-
ment, to courage, to the lessons he learned from a recent trip to Rwanda.  His 
personal life’s story and his ability to turn around a struggling college in the middle 
of Little Rock’s most dangerous neighborhood provided clergy participants ample 
stimulation for conversation and reflection. 

Bob Mulkey, who pastors New Hope Baptist Church in Port Orange, remarked 
that, ―Dr. Hill is one of the most inspiring speakers I have heard in a long time. He 
helped us to see the power of trusting God and taking some risks to do God's will 
as a leader.‖  In the thirty months since he began his tenure as ABC’s president, 

Dr. Hill has grown the student body from 170 to over 600.  And, he has grown the budget from $1.5 to $10.5 million. 
Fitz Hill will return to Florida on Saturday, May 30, at the invitation of Rev. William Bradley and New Hope Baptist Church in 

Deltona.  Pastors and church leaders are invited to hear him, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  New Hope Baptist Church is located at 
2855 Lake Helen Osteen Road in Deltona.  For more information on ABC, visit their website at www.arkansasbaptist.edu. 

Dr. Fitz Hill Inspires at 2009 Clergy Conference 
By Ray Johnson 

Dr. Fitz Hill (center left) enjoys evening dinner at 
Sharkey’s on the Pier in Venice during the 2009 CBF 

Florida Ministers’ Conference.  
(Photo by Allan Mitchell) 



On Thursday, March 12, Rev. Enio Navarro-Castellanos (Executive 
President of the Eastern Cuba Baptist Convention), Dr. Raymond Johnson 
(Coordinator, Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Florida), and Dr. Bernie Moraga 
(Hispanic Initiative Specialist for the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship) signed an 
historic covenant of missional partnership between the three organizations 
which they represented.  The covenant, which was signed during the 99th 
Annual Assembly of the Eastern Cuba Baptist Convention (ECBC), came at the 
conclusion of a fact-finding tour of the work of Baptist churches on the eastern 
half of the island of Cuba. 

The ECBC, it may surprise many US American Baptists, comprises more 
than 300 churches and 400 mission congregations.  The convention oversees 
the cooperative work of those churches and missions in addition to the 
operations of the Baptist Seminary and the building of a retirement home for 
pastors and their spouses. 

The new covenant will assist in promoting missional connections between 
CBF churches and the ECBC.  CBF Florida churches can now partner with 
churches in the eastern half of Cuba in a variety of ways.  Also, there are 
several missional projects that are being undertaken by the ECBC as a 
convention with which churches in Florida and elsewhere may partner. 

To learn more about missional opportunities with the Eastern Cuba Baptist Convention, call or contact the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship of Florida’s Lakeland office. 

Bernie Moraga, Ray Johnson, and Enio Navarro-
Castellanos (left to right) shake hands after signing the 
historic missional covenant between CBF, CBF Florida, 

and the Eastern Cuba Baptist Convention. 

CBF Florida and Eastern Cuban Baptists Sign Historic Covenant 

Gainesville Youth Host International Easter Party 
by Lynn Williams, Associate Pastor First Baptist Church of Gainesville 

Missional Connections 

We Apologize! 

In our previous issue of the Florida Fellowship News, we neglected to include four individuals and one organization who 
contributed to the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Florida during 2008.  We are indeed grateful for the support and friendship 
of Mable Harris (wife of Harold Harris), Miriam Bissett, Dan and Polly Padgett, and the members of the Central Florida Baptist 

Fellowship.  Thank you for your support ! 
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Children from Botswana, Cameroon, China, Ukraine and other 
countries attended an Easter party hosted by the youth group of First 
Baptist Church in Gainesville, Florida.  The group planned this party 
as one of their many mission projects for this year.  The youth 
wanted to share the gospel during Holy Week with their neighbors 
who live in Corry Village, an international student housing complex 
located on the campus of the University of Florida. 

For the past year the youth have been involved in the ―Ignite‖ 
mission study each Wednesday night led by Youth Missions 
Coordinator, Dani Alderman and have served in several mission 
projects.  On Wednesday, April 8

th
, eighteen children and nine adults 

attended the party and enjoyed an afternoon of games, music, 
crafts, puppet show and story. 

The youth group led the children through stations so that they 
could participate in all the activities planned for the afternoon.  At 
one station they had the chance to make an ―empty tomb‖ snack; at 
the next one they made an Easter Blessings craft; they played 

games and sang songs at another station; and they participated in telling the Easter story through the use of the Resurrection 
eggs. 

At the end of the afternoon everyone gathered together to watch a puppet show about new life, enjoy refreshments and 
close with prayer.  The Good News went around the world in one afternoon thanks to this youth group. 

Associate Pastor Lynn Williams, using ―resurrection eggs,‖ 
shares the Easter story with children from University of Flor-

ida’s Corry Village. 



Cahokia Boulos was one of four missionary 
speakers during Friday evening’s worship service.  Chaouki and his wife, 

Maha, who themselves are Lebanese, serve Arab-speaking populations in the 
Middle East.  He has planned and led a number of Jesus Celebrations in countries 
such as Lebanon, Egypt, Jordan, and Syria. 

Images from Venice 
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*Celebration in Photos 

Baptists of different 
ages and stages celebrated the 400th 

birthday Baptists.  After the conclusion of Friday evening’s worship, the 
party continued with a ―blow out‖ birthday party. 
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*All photos courtesy of Allan Mitchell 

Dr. Walter Shurden cuts the 

first slice of the Baptist Birthday cake.  2009 marks 

the 400th anniversary of  

the Baptist movement. 



Celebration in Photos* 

“F” is for Fellowship 
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*All photos courtesy of Allan Mitchell 

Rachel Gunter-Shapard, past 

coordinator of Baptist Women in Ministry, was one 
of the weekend’s workshop leaders. 

Pat Anderson promises the rapt worshipers from First 

Baptist Church of Vero that, ―It really was this big!‖ 

Bud Strawn and Jan Moore 
are recognized for their service to CBF of Florida.  Bud 
served as Moderator for 2008.  Jan is the Moderator for 
2009. 

Dennis Johnson (above) is one of South Venice’s 
barbeque gurus.  Dot Moore, Richard 

Phillips, and David Holladay (left) obviously 
enjoy the maestro’s work. 



In the last issue of Florida Fellowship News, Pat Anderson challenged us to leave a 
living legacy for ―those who come behind us.‖  On June 19

th
 there will be a big celebra-

tion for Paul Forsythe’s 100
th
 birthday.  Wow! 

Paul and Laura Belle, his wife, have lived their lives as examples for us to follow.  
Paul served on CBF Florida’s Representative Assembly during the nineties when, as a 
young organization, the Florida Fellowship was challenged to live faithfully and take bold 
steps.  Paul was a personal encourager to us. 

In 1996, Florida voted to partner with the national Cooperative Baptist Fellowship’s 
Global Missions to provide a ministry center for Touching Miami with Love.  Paul affirmed 
this decision not only with his vote for Florida to raise $500,000 for the center, but with 
Laura Belle’s and his resources.  In fact, their contribution was one of the most significant 
in the ―A Covenant to Serve‖ campaign. 

Paul and Laura Belle presented their contribution of stocks to CBF Florida during the 
November 1997 Fellowship Meal at Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church, Jacksonville.  
Today, because of their gifts along with hundreds of others, Touching Miami with Love is a vibrant place where God’s love and 
grace touch the lives of boys and girls; teens and adults.  Lives are being changed.  Legacies matter. 

Thanks, Paul, for being one of those who have been found faithful.  We celebrate with you! 

Financial Summary 
January - March 2009 

Florida’s Legacies 

Paul Forsythe celebrates his 100th birthday 

Happy 100
th

 Birthday, Paul! 
By Carolyn Anderson 

Receipts Year-To-Date Actuals Year-To-Date Budget 

Undesignated Gifts $72,468.33 $108,719.76 

Designated Gifts $117,692.20 Non-budget items 

Total Receipts $190,160.53  

Expenses   

Budgeted Expenses $117,178.48 $118,119.72 

Designated Expenses $110,001.85 Non-budget items 

Total expenditures 227,180.33  

Dr. Tom Allerton was awarded the 2009 Findley and Louvenia Edge Award 
for leadership in Christian education during the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of 
Florida’s 2009 Spring celebration.  Allerton is an active member and lay leader of 
College Park Baptist Church in Orlando. 

The Edge Award is presented each year to someone within the life of CBF 
Florida who exhibits attributes and elements of service similar to the Edges, after 
whom the honor is named.  Allerton is a former professor of Christian Education 
and was himself a teaching colleague with Dr. Edge.  He is an active alumnus of 
Stetson University, a deacon, lay leader and Sunday School Director at College 
Park. 

Allerton, who was unable to attend the 2009 Spring Celebration, was pre-
sented the award during services at College Park on Sunday, April 26, by 
Tommy Deal, CBF Florida’s Associate Coordinator.  Upon receipt of the award, 
Allerton commented that, ―Receiving the Edge Award is one of the most stirring 
experiences I have ever had.  Findley and Louvenia Edge were angels sent into our lives many years ago, and they left behind 
teachings and memories that have shaped us forever.‖ 

Allerton Receives 2009 Edge Award 

Dr. Tom Allerton receives Findley and Louvenia Edge 
Christian Education Leadership Award. Pictured (left to 
right) are Shaun King (pastor of College Park), Tommy 
Deal (CBF Florida’s Associate Coordinator), Tom Aller-
ton, and Robert Dietz (past moderator of CBF Florida). 
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Thank you for your gifts to CBF of Florida! 
 

Miriam Bissett, a gift to Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Global Missions, in honor of Lounell Mullis. 

Evelyn McCartney, a gift to Cooperative Baptist Fellowship , Global Missions, in memory of Allan McCartney. 

An anonymous gift, to Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Florida, in memory of Reggie Tucker and Hal Marchman. 

Justine and Jerry Chance, a gift to Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Global Missions, in memory of Laverna Moore. 

Richard and Bonnie Phillips, a gift to Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Florida, in memory of Felix Zeigler, their former 
pastor. 



Student.Go is a program of CBF Global Missions that pro-
vides opportunities for undergraduate and graduate students to 
serve among the unevangelized and marginalized people in our 
world. This year, six young women from the Sunshine State 
have upcoming assignments through Student.Go. 

Jessa Doeppner, from Palm City, is a member of North 
Stuart Baptist Church and a student at Auburn University where 
she is majoring in Social Work.  She will be working at Open 
House Ministries in Homestead this summer helping with all of 
the summer activities, camps and programs.   

Anna Knippel is from Port St. Lucie, where she too is a 
member of North Stuart Baptist Church.  Anna is a Master of 
Divinity student at McAfee School of Theology.  She has been 
assigned to a Special Project Team in Uganda. 

Ann Elizabeth McInvale’s home church is College Park 
Baptist in Orlando.  Since graduating from Samford University 
in 2007, she has been employed as a kindergarten teacher in 
Birmingham, Alabama, where she is an active member of Ves-
tavia Hills Baptist Church in Birmingham.  She is taking a year 
off from teaching to go to the Rick’s Institute in Liberia. 

Melissa Ward, or ―Missy‖ as she likes to be called, will 
graduate from Wesleyan College and in the fall enroll at 
McAfee School of Theology.  She is from Merritt Island, where 
First Christian Church is her home family of faith.  Missy will be 
serving in Fremont, California where she will be working with 
the Afghan Women’s Ministry Associate. 

Holly Wegman, from Tampa and Logos Dei Community 
Church, is nearing completion of her Master in Psychology at 
Wake Forest University.  She will be joining Ann Elizabeth 
McInvale as a teacher at the Rick’s Institute. 

Amanda Humbert is from Jacksonville, where she is a 
member of Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church.  She is a Social 
Work major at Florida International University and is excited 
about her summer assignment with Touching Miami with Love. 

Each of these young women will be a part of things much 
bigger than any of them.  They will have experiences of seeing 
God’s hand work in and through them.  They go with the bless-
ings of the Florida Fellowship and our promise to pray for them 
as they go! 

From Florida to Hell’s Kitchen 
By Alan Sherouse 

Writing for the newsletter of CBF Florida feels a bit like 
writing a letter home. I’m proud of the ways God has knitted my 
life together with CBF Florida and I’m grateful for the 
opportunity to update you on life and ministry. 

My wife, Jenny, and I recently accepted a call to serve as 
pastor/pastor’s spouse of Metro Baptist Church in New York 
City. Metro is located in the Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood of 
Manhattan, just steps from the Port Authority and a brief walk 
from Times Square. Alongside Metro’s congregational ministry, 
the church’s not-for-profit corporation, Rauschenbusch Metro 
Ministries, provides comprehensive community ministry ranging 
from direct services of clothing and food to after-school and 
summer programming for area children and teens. 

We feel called to Metro/Rauschenbusch for many reasons – 
its progressive witness among Baptists, its visible commitment 
to justice, its creative worship tradition, its sense of community 
and welcome – and we're excited to partner with the dynamic 
and diverse community of ministers and parishioners that call 
Metro home. 

We are transitioning from Immanuel Baptist in Nashville, a church we love dearly, and we’ll join Metro’s ministry on May 17. 
Outside of church life, I will continue working to complete a Ph.D. in New Testament studies from Vanderbilt, while Jenny works 
to build on her Nashville photography business by adding clients in NYC.  

Even as we move to an urban landscape farther from our roots in Florida, we look forward to continued partnership with CBF 
Florida and we hope to find some of you visiting us at 40

th
 and 9

th
. 

Editor’s Note:  Alan Sherouse, a graduate of Palm Beach Atlantic University and Wake Forest University’s Divinity School, was 
a CBF of Florida scholarship recipient.  While ministering at Immanuel Baptist Church, he led mission teams to serve in the 
summer camp program at Open House Ministry Center in Homestead.(For more on Metro Baptist, or to inquire about ways you 
or your church can participate in ministry in NYC, check http://www.metrobaptistchurchnyc.org or email Alan at 
apsherouse@aol.com.) 

Members of Immanuel Baptist Church in Nashville, TN pose outside of Metro 
Baptist Church in New York City.  Alan Sherouse (top row center) and his 

wife, Jenny (bottom row left) recently accepted the call to serve Metro Baptist 
as the church’s pastor and pastor’s wife. 

Six Florida Students to Serve with Student.Go 
By Tommy Deal 
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Young Baptists 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
Registration information for 2009 General Assembly 

July 2-3 in Houston, Texas 

Pages 2, 4, 5: 
CBF Florida’s Spring Celebration in Venice! 

Check out the photos on pages 4 and 5! 
NOTICE: CBF Florida will reduce the annual number of issues of this newsletter from six 

to five.  As additional cost savings measures, you can elect to receive this newsletter 
electronically.  Simply contact the Lakeland office at the toll-free number or email 

address below, and we’ll take care of the rest! 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Florida 
Mission: To motivate and equip believers to be the presence of Christ for the glory of God 

 

P. O. Box 2556  -  Lakeland, Florida - 33806-2556   
217 Hillcrest Street  -   Lakeland, Florida 33815  

Toll-free 888.241.2233  --  Email: contact@floridacbf.org  
 

Ray Johnson, Coordinator   --    Marti Edwards, Newsletter Editor 

 


