
 

CBF FLORIDA MISSION ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITY 

BEACH RECLAMATION AND CREATION CARE 

COJIMAR, CUBA 
 

Background: In February 2016, CBF Florida signed a missional 

covenant with La Fraternidad de las Iglesias Bautistas de Cuba 

(The Fraternity of Baptist Churches of Cuba – FIBAC). The 

covenant opened possibilities for CBF churches and individuals to 

partner either with FIBAC or with individual Fraternity churches 

throughout Cuba to do mission work. 

Ernest Hemingway, famed author of the 1950’s wrote his 

celebrated novel, The Old Man and the Sea, from his perch in the 

corner of a restaurant in the small fishing town of Cojimar. The 

shoreline from which the old man set sail and to which he returned 

is the rocky beach inside of Cojimar’s bay. 

Description: Cojimar’s beach has become an eyesore, covered by 

years of neglect and the accumulation of debris and trash brought 

in by the ocean’s currents. This project involves partnering with a 

nearby FIBAC church (particularly the youth of the church) to work 

in partnership to clean up the beach. Now that relations with Cuba 

are normalizing, helping to restore this beach to its earlier beauty 

will not only demonstrate how followers of Christ care for creation, 

but also help return a jewel to the people of Cojimar. 

Transportation and Accommodations: Teams would fly into 

Havana, which is about 40 minutes from Cojimar. The first day 

would be spent at a guest house in Havana. The team would then 

travel to Cojimar where they will stay in a local guest house. Each 

day during the clean-up of the beach, the team would meet with 

leaders from a local FIBAC church for devotions and to share in the work. Breakfast each day can be provided at the guest 

houses for an additional expense (usually around $6.00 per person). Lunches can often be provided by the guest house owner 

for an additional expense. Evening meals can be secured at nearby restaurants, catered, or prepared in partnership with the 

church. The cost for each night’s stay at a guest house is $50 per person in Havana and $35 outside of Havana. CBF Florida will 

assist teams in cultural preparation for this trip, offer assistance in making travel arrangements (including visa applications), and 

offer assistance in finding translators for the team should translators be required. 

 

For more information about this or other mission engagement possibilities with CBF Florida, contact Rachel Gunter Shapard at 

rshapard12@floridacbf.org.  


